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The Compact prevents large scale water diversion outside the basin and guarantees
local control over how water in the Great Lakes Basin is used in the future. Without the
Compact agreement in place, Michigan and other states and provinces bordering the
Great Lakes, risked Congress or others deciding how and where these waters would be
used.

The Great Lakes Water Compact was overwhelmingly approved by the U.S. House of
Representatives in September, with only 25 members voting agzinst the landmark
legislation. One of them, unfortunately, Michigan Congressman Bart Stupak, voted
against the Compact. He is out of step not only with most experts on the issue but with
Michigan's other national elected officials, Senator Carl Levin and every cther member
of Michigan's congressional delegation who voted in faver of the compact.

Mr. Stupak has said he was troubled by a "loophole” in the compact that allows water to
be used outside the region only if it is in amounts less than about five gallons.

Luckily, for all of us in Michigan, Stupak was unable to persuade ahy of his colleagues to
his argument. Concerning his nc vote, Noah Hall, a professor at Wayne State
University, and a leading expert on the compact, said this: "It’s clear that Representative
Stupak is grasping at straws. He claims to want more time to consider these issues, but
numerous legal analyses going back to 2000 make clear that his concerns and
arguments are unfounded. It's time for him to admit that the rest of his colleagues in
Congress, his party's presidential hominee, all 8 Great Lakes governors, 95 percent of
Great Lakes state legislators, and well over a hundred local and regional environmental
groups are not being hasty or insensitive.”

As a State Senator and a resident of Michigan, | share the concerns of many others
about the thirsty states and nations who covet our Great Lakes. With the protection of
the Compact, even the southwestern states which are growing in population and gaining
representation in Congress, can not undermine our ability to determine what happens to
our waters.

With President Bush's signature on October 3, | am proud of the citizens of Michigan
who stood with us to protect our Great Lakes water from large scale withdrawals and
diversions. And | am proud to point to Representative Tom Casperson as a strong
supporter of the Compact and a person who will represent Michigan's natural resources
and its citizens well in Congress.

Sincerely,
Patricia L. Birkholz
State Senator



