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MAT Helping To Educate Michigan’s Citizens

By Executive Director, Tom Barnes

This past summer your Association helped sponsor two ednabtctivities held in the Upper Peninsula.
The Temperate Forest Foundation conducted one of four teaoneirtdhe Escanaba area. This tour is
geared towards'®to 8" grade science and social studies teachers. Teacher ForestryuFoficsn a
Wednesday afternoon through a Saturday morning, anddme hursday and Friday full of woods and mill
visits. The tours are there to inform and educate our teohehe principals of sustainable forestry and its
importance to our State. Here is the thank you email/lsistwve received from the teacher that we spon-
sored this past summer. This individual is from Grayknd teaches at the Grayling Middle School.

Dear Tom,

| wanted to take a moment to thank you for sponsoring nibeoGreat Lakes Forestry Tour. | was
not sure what the intent of the program was when | signddrup As science department chair, |
felt that it was important for me to attend.

When | arrived in Escanaba and met Lisa and the other partiGiparts pleasantly surprised. Al-
though the itinerary was intense, we had two fifteen hoys dad traveled over 400 miles on the
tour, | had a wonderful time. Not only did | learn adbout sustainable forestry, but | also made a
lot of connections with the other participants. | willdide to utilize everything that | learned on the
tour in my science and social studies classes this year.

Every location that we visited was welcoming and truly inteakst educating us on what they do.
My favorite part of the tour was the visit to the papet.niifelt like a little kid in a chocolate fac-
tory. | am amazed by the technology that is used in pdlais of forestry. | was pleased to discover
that the mills that we visited utilize nearly all of the wadbdt is brought in one form or another.

| had very mixed feelings about forestry cutting when leigap for this course. Having lived in
Grayling all of my life, | have seen first hand regions thainsider to be the results of poor forest
management. | was impressed with the selection process thdemasstrated in the cut regions
that we explored. | have to believe after witnessing this sifithe foresters that we saw that the
reason that | have seen so much deforestation around &kheflknowledge of the individual prop-
erty owners. | will certainly do my part to educate my stig on the importance of sustainability.
Not only will | be able to teach this is my life science sy, but also in my social studies class
when we talk about human impact on earth.

Thank you for this wonderful opportunity. | wouldvkoto participate in another
tour in other parts of the country in the future.
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Opportunities like this where we can reach the athrs of our youth are extremely important. As
we change the views and opinions of educators,weeoan help change the views of thousands of
school children they teach over their careers. i@dustry needs to do a better job in educating all
sectors of the public with an emphasis on our chiichs they will be our future decision makers.

Another opportunity that your Association was abléelp sponsor was the “Growing UP Foresters”
exhibit at the UP State Fair. This is the secazat yor this display and it keeps getting bettet an
better each year. This exhibit is located in bogdLO on the fairgrounds and is set up just fer th
fair and then dismantled. It is a walking tourtthbows all ages to learn about forestry andnts i
portance to Michigan. The primary focus is thddrein, however, many of the parents learn along
the way as well. There are several stations aold eae focuses on a different forest function. The
visitors walked through a hollow log, which exhsbitarious creatures that would inhabit such a
place. Another station shows the importance opkegthe forest floor intact and visitors were able
to pour water onto bare soil and compare how muntthiere was versus soil that had vegetation.
Visitors were able to listen to the stories of gger from yester years. The highlight for most was
being able to make their own sheet of paper. ¢lpatnts dipped their screens into a tub of watdr an
pulp and then dried it to form the sheet of pafgence the visitors completed all the stations they
were able to trade in their tokens to purchase igsaat the Camp Store.

This year during the fair it was estimated thaP06,people went through the exhibit, not including
hundreds of adults that went through without cleifdr This exhibit was the talk of the midway, and
many actually came to the fair just to experiefmi® with their children. This exhibit was also ape
for the 2007 Lake States Logging Congress and@utbf the exhibit were open for the Delta
County 8" Grade Agriculture/Natural Resources Tour, whictl Approximately 300 students. Deb
Mulvany, Special Events Coordinator, for the UPt&taair is the energy behind this exhibit and she
has done a wonderful job, with each year gettirtteband better.

Part of MAT’s duty is to help educate our visitargd citizens of Michigan about the great industry
that supports our communities and families. Adlgé projects take money to fund and many of our
members have made donations to help support ednaagfforts within Michigan. Fifteen MAT
members including MAT donated this year to helpriowe the “Growing UP Forester” exhibit and
that is just fantastic. Please keep up the sugpoprograms like these two | have mentioned. |
know they will be looking for sponsors again in 800rhe Teacher Tour will be held again in the
Escanaba area on July™:6 19" of 2008 if you know of any teachers interested then visit the
websitewww.forestinfo.orgfor more information. Thank you to all our mendb@ho support public
education through program sponsorship and by stipggrour Association. | hope you all have a
pleasant Autumn.




At the Growing U.P. Foresters display at the Fairgrounds in Escanaba, childrergefallexe able to learn about
the timber industry by counting the rings of a tree to determine it's age, makewhesheet of paper and watch
critters in their habitats, to find out just how important forestry is to our areaelfatev
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By American Logger’'s Council President Ezell Castleberry, €basity, Alabama

The nice thing about returning home from the American Loggers Council Annual

meeting is that one has been able to see first hand the progress that the Council

has made over the years as well as given the opportunity to discuss many of the

issues that the ALC is working on to help improve our industry. This year was no
different.

During the Board meeting and the membership meeting, we were able to discuss the progress that the ALC
has made over the past twelve months, especially in Washington, DC. The American Loggers Council, team-
ing up with the Association of Equipment Manufacturers, co-founded the Woody Biomass Coalition which has
proven to be quite successful thus far in obtaining and keeping language in both the Energy Bill and the 2007
Farm Bill that will help to create new markets for woody biomass as well as to expand existing markets. If you
would like to see a list of those patrticipating in the Coalition, check out www.woodybiomass.net.

The Board and the membership also charged the American Logger Council to explore several new issues this
year; including, 1) looking into the Unified Carrier Registration Program to determine its impact on loggers, 2)
monitoring activity on the National Climate Registry and its impact on forestry, 3) supporting Louisiana on
their issue of Cypress Mulch, which Wal-Mart, Lowes and Home Depot have written a policy stating that they
will not purchase Cypress mulch manufactured in Louisiana, setting a bad precedent and taking away mar-
kets not only for loggers, but forest landowners as well.

Their new issues include invasive species and its impact on transporting logs and pulpwood, the definition of
illegal logging and how it will be used, looking at labor laws to determine if your son or daughter can work on
your site without penalty as they do in agriculture, ensuring the next generation of timber harvesting profes-
sionals.

We will be back in Washington next Spring. We will continue to strengthen our relationships with other or-
ganizations across the country who have proven willing and able to help improve the industry. We are very
excited about working with the companies that help to supply our businesses and | am looking forward to the
path that we will be taking. We are headed in the right direction.

Ezell Castleberry is the President of the American Loggets€il, which represents over 50,000 logging professicina®8 states.
Ezell's operations are headquartered in Castleberry, &tab. For more information please contact the Ameriaaggers Council
office at 409-625-0206 or e-mail atericanlogger@aol.com




CLEAN
FIXAND
AUTO
OWNERS
ADS

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTT



ASTINGS LUMBERJACK SHQ
v By Jan Hamill W

The small town of Hastings, Michigan held theisfiannual Lumberjack Show on Septembét 28d
30", at the historical Charlton Park. To our sumriswas a huge success for being its first year.
Shawn Benner and his crew put on a great showatuhgtely, the weather held nothing but blue skies
and 75 degree days. MAT and Forest Insurancee€Cbat an outside display. Dave Whittaker, from
Whittaker Timber (Vice-President of MAT) broughsthiuck in with a beautiful load of logs. Species
on the truck ran from Red Oak, White Oak, Cherr$odt Maple. People seem to flock to logs of this
size, so we had a “Guess The Species” game. Ttditvers” in our industry almost always guessed
correctly. A few of them smelled the wood beforeimg their answers. We had a few women walk
right up and tell us what each was; very impresaiw/éar as | was concerned. | didn't know the Ezec
of logs until | was told, and my family is in thediness. Kids of all ages came to guess and prigess
given to them if they guessed correctly.

It was great meeting the area residents. Hastindghe surrounding areas have some of the frestdl
people I've met and it was very enjoyable talkiagitem. The towns there are very clean and well
maintained. People there genuinely care about tloene area.

One of the funnest parts of the weekend was wegdhe Scheers Lumberjack Show, out of Hayward,
Wisconsin. This traveling show covers Michigan adidconsin, and has an announcer and two com-
petitors. After the audience is divided into Cagngnd Camp 13, the competitors try to win for their
camps. It was great watching the crowd get intmecimg on their “lumberjack”. The events ranged
from log rolling, pole climbing, axe throwing andapping. They put on 6 shows during the weekend.
Before the final show, | got to try my hand at dbimg the 45’ pole. I'd venture to say | madept u
about 8 feet. There really is a method to it thougAfter laughing at me as | tried the first fémes,

Dan the announcer showed me the technique. Hel dskeanted to try log rolling, but | passed on
that. It was great entertainment and | would Iforeall our members to get a chance to see thigzsho

Continued on Page 7.........



Continued from Page 7

Historic Charlton Park Village and Museum be-
gan as one man’s dream for preservation of the
past. In 1936, Irving Delos Charlton donated
land to Barry County for the purpose of building
a museum and recreation facility for local resi-
dents, and named the place in honor of his par-
ents, Frank and Rosemary Charlton. After World
War Il ended, the museum became a reality; con-
struction was completed in 1950. Charlton Park
is located on County Road 583 in Hastings. It is
a beautiful village, museum and park filled with
history. The river running through it was used by
loggers to move their wood. Area crews would
build small, floating wood barracks and travel
with their loads down the river. These floating
barracks had bunks and kitchens. It was quite a
unique way of living. The park has hiking trails
that become cross country ski trails in the winter.
The on-site historical church hosts many wed-
dings in the summer. The village is kept as it
was years ago and the keeper of the general store
really knew his history. | found it so interesting
and had wished my children were there to learn
with me. If you're ever in the area, take the time
to stop by, take in the history and the beauty of
this area.
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Hardwood Log Bucking Tips

One in a Series Provided by the Hardwood

The Hardwood Value Improvement Project uses HW Bagkoucking software as a training tool in log king
workshops. This software was first developed byJdn Pickens and others at Michigan Tech and there re-
cently enhanced by both Pickens and Scott Nohpedeide a more realistic and user-friendly expasenThis
Windows program allows you to look at 150 differ&nee stems, rolling them around on screen totsestiape of
each one, along with its defects. The user camplace accurate cuts to decide how each stemdabeubucked.
The program gives you the result of your buckingisiens, including the board foot volume of eaadlp dmd its
value, as well as the overall value created in mgcthe stem. One popular option allows you to gara your re-
sult against the optimal bucking pattern for thearst

HW Buck software is a great way to practice logking techniques without expensive mistakes, sdfapards or
sawdust. Users will find that patterns of soundking decisions become evident after using thenarador a
while. Comparing individual results to the optimasults provided by the software reinforces hovelnprrofit
could be gained by making better bucking decisidd®/ Buck isn’t a perfect representation of thd wearld, but it
is a very good way to practice cutting up logs sed immediate results. Like any software, a lhiteof time must
be spent in learning how it works. Many of us haweunger and more computer-friendly person argbadouse
to lead us through it.

To download &REE public version of HW Buck Software, visit Michigdrech’s Hardwood Research Group’s
web pagelfttp://forest. mtu.edu/research/hwbuck/downloads) htithis version has a limited number of log market
options, but does include all of the log buckingiaps. For a more enhanced version of this softwalong with
several other important hardwood log bucking resesirplease attend an HVIP log bucking workshop.

The Hardwood Value Improvement Project is a colfative effort among the Ohio Forestry AssociatioigDA
Forest Service, Michigan Tech and a collectionrdfgie sector businesses, trade associations atehsion agen-
cies to offer hardwood log bucker training throughthe 29-state hardwood regiofio schedule, host or promote
an HVIP log bucking workshop, or to suggest a lglknstructor candidate, visit theww.hardwoodvip.orgveb-
site and contact your regional coordinator.

Offices in Escanaba
and L'Anse, Michigan

2831 North Lincoln Rd 15800 Mead Rd
Escanaba, MI 49829 L'’Anse, Ml 49946
906-789-9076, Ext. 10  906-524-2010 Ext. 10
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