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One tall, majestic Spruce or Fir, willing to 
travel.  Able to stand watch outside Michigan’s 
Capitol throughout the Holiday Season.  For 
further details log on to www.timbermen.org                          
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Q: I have been approached 

about cutting trees on my land.  Being 
conscious of my environment, I’m not 
sure I want to do this.  What impact will 
the cut have  on the environment? 

 
A: This is a great question that I wish more 
people would ask because I think most 
would be surprised by the answer.  Con-
trary to some negative information you may 
see or read, a properly managed forest is 
actually very beneficial to the environment.   
 
Aside from the obvious benefits of logging, 
such as supplying building materials and 
other things we use in our daily lives, a well 
managed forest will help keep the air and 
water clean and provide better soil.  Forest 
cover protects and nurtures the soils that 
are vital to water retention, filtration, and 
quality.   
 
Annually, 1.7 billion trees are planted in 
addition to the seedlings that regenerate 
naturally.  This helps clean the air by ab-
sorbing as much as 13 pounds of carbon 
dioxide a year per mature tree.  In return, a 
ton of wood growing in a forest will provide 
1.07 tons of oxygen. 
 
If recycling is part of your mission, then 
wood is the product for you!  Trees are 
naturally renewable unlike some materials 
such as steel or iron.  As with the other 
materials just mentioned, wood products 
are often recyclable but unlike the others, 
processing and recycling wood often uses 
less energy than what non-renewable 
products require. 
 
For wildlife lovers, you will be happy to 
know that forest management can improve 
their habitat.  Thinning and harvesting cre-
ate conditions that stimulate the growth of 
their food sources.  Thinning can also help 
accelerate the growth of older trees which 
are a favorite of owls.  Open areas will be 
appreciated by deer as well as many types 
of song bids. 
 
So yes, cutting your trees when using a 
responsible logger will affect the environ-
ment, in a very good way! 
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